
 

 
 

Operator’s Manual 
 

 
 

  
 

Do not use the Swifter Sifter in areas where there are underwater 
electrical cables or devices. 

Do not use any type of motorized or mechanical device 
to retrieve or launch the Swifter Sifter. 

WARNINGS IN THE MANUAL 

! WARNING 
This mark indicates instruction which must be 
followed in order to prevent accidents which could 
lead to serious bodily injury or death. 

NOTE 
This mark indicates hints or directions helpful in 
the use of the product. 

SAFETY FIRST 

Instructions containing a warning within this 
manual are marked with a symbol. 

! These concern critical points which 
must be taken into consideration to prevent 
serious bodily injury, for this reason you are 
requested to read all such instruction carefully 
and follow them without fail. 

Assembly Diagram 



Parts List 
 

Assembly Instructions 

 
 

Perforated basket halves 2 

Floats 2 

Pin with buckle (secure float to basket) 4 

45 foot floating rope (white) 2 

25 foot rope (yellow) 1 

Bolts ¼” x ¾” 10 

Nylock nuts 10 

Washers 20 

 
 
 
 

The Swifter Sifter is shipped in two pieces (see Assembly Diagram). 

 
1. Take one half and set it onto the edges of the other half to form basket.  

Each side of the basket is secured with 3 bolts, the back edge of the basket is secured with 4 bolts. 
Each ¼” x ¾” bolt is secured with a nylock nut. Place each bolt through its respective hole and hand 
tighten. 

 
Do not tighten with a wrench until all bolts are installed. 

 
2. The floats can be attached to the sides of the basket using two lock pins.  Each float has a 

hole drilled through the foam where the lock pin is inserted.  Slide the pin into the hole of the 

float then through the hole in the side flange of the basket then continue through the hole in the 

float until the end of the pin stick out of the opposite side of the float. 

 
3. Pull the “buckle” of the lock pin over the end of the protruding pin to lock it in 

place (see Assembly Diagram). 

 
Reverse this procedure to remove the floats.



Retrieval Ropes 
 

 

The white  ropes are attached to the basket through the grommets at the outer edge of the basket mouth. 
 

1. Feed one end of the rope through the grommet hole. 

2. Tie an overhand knot in the rope leaving about 6" of tail on the rope.  

3. Pull tight to make sure knot does not come loose 

 
 

 
 
The yellow rescue rope is attached through the hole at the center of the back of the Swifter Sifter where the 

two halves of the basket come together. 
 

1. The rescue rope should be fastened using a buntline hitch knot. 

2. Feed one end of the rope through the larger hole on the back edge.  Bring the free end up and cross over, 
then under the standing line. 

3. Bring the free end to the front of the knot and you will now finish by tying a half hitch around the standing 
line.  

4. Pull the knot tight. 

 
 

 
 

The Rescue rope should be properly attached to the basket any time 

the Swifter Sifter is being used underwater. 
 

The Swifter Sifter can be used to remove decaying organic matter, 

leaves, sticks, weeds, roots, algae, stones, seed pods and other debris 

from the bottom of your lake, pond or shoreline. 
 

1. Remove the floats from the Swifter Sifter. Make sure the 
Retrieval ropes are securely attached to the grommets. 

 

2. Toss the Swifter Sifter or place it where you want to begin your 

retrieval. The side of the basket with the Retrieval ropes should be 

closest to the bottom. 
 

3. Let the basket sink for a few seconds or longer depending on the 

depth of water. 
 

4. The Swifter Sifter should be retrieved with a right, left, right, left 

rope pulling action. 
 

5. Pull one rope, no more than a foot, then the other rope, no more 

than a foot. Repeat this action until the Swifter Sifter is back to you. 

 
This method of retrieval reduces the chances the basket will dig 

into the bottom. It also helps to direct the debris you are trying to 

remove into the mouth of the Swifter Sifter. 

Using the Swifter Sifter under water 

Rescue Rope 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=3H_97r0gcBvtqM&tbnid=B1CHmuxnNV5Y8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buntline_hitch&ei=BRDRU6GoFNjboATw3IHoDg&bvm=bv.71667212,d.b2U&psig=AFQjCNHRcSN0xaqs3B5-vGWV7qv7QY8Y-Q&ust=1406296438597524
http://www.rescue70.org/Site_Html_Pages/Rope_Rescue_Team.htm


 

 

 
 
 

 
retrieval process. 

 

The Swifter Sifter may be caught on something on the bottom or is full of debris. 

stop the 

 
 

! do not try to pull the rope with anything other than your hands (do not attach the 

rope to a motorized power source), grab the Rescue rope and pull in the opposite direction 
of the retrieval. 

 

We recommend you pull the Rescue rope a minimum of 5 feet in the opposite direction. 
 

If possible, resume the retrieval at a 90 degree angle from the original path until you feel you have 
maneuvered past whatever the Swifter Sifter may have been caught on. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

prior to the application of an algaecide can reduce the amount 
 

 
of the treatment. 

 

1. The Swifter Sifter can be thrown or placed at the location where 
the retrieval will begin.  In this application, the basket should be 
deployed with the Retrieval rope on the top side. 

 

2. Pull the Retrieval ropes toward you together. 
 

DO NOT use the left, right retrieval process used for 
underwater retrieval. 

 

 

 

 
quickly. In this case, a rapid retrieval will help to compress some 

 

 
 

At Jenlis, we provide solutions to the problems that plague people’s lives. Check out our other lake and pond 
products at www.weedrazers.com and our other cool products at www.hoprs.com, www.feedsavr.com 
and www.bettermilk.com. 

 

Jenlis, Inc 902 E. Second St. Suite 327 Winona, MN 55987 
(877) 356-6455 

(507) 452-5466 fax 

Using the Swifter Sifter on the water surface 

Swifter Sifter is stuck on the bottom 
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